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Important Letter, &c. 


S 


N Compliance with your Requeſt, 
I ſhall do myſelf the Honour to 
a fend you once a Week, a Faith- 
ful, and as General an Account as J 
can, of thoſe Occurrences and Tranſ- 
actions, both Foreign and Domeltick, 
which I ſhall judge moſt material to 
be taken Notice of ; with my own 
Sentiments relating ro them, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with the Liberty of 
an Engliſhman, the Duty of a Subject, 
and the Decency of a Private Gentle- 
man. | | 
As the preſent Poſture of Affairs re- 
quire the utmoſt Prudence, Spirit and 
Application, ev'ry One who is ſenſible 
how much He, with his Country, 
A 2 in- 
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intereſted in the Iſſue of them, is eager 
to know what Steps are taken, and 
Advances made, both by Friends and 
Enemies; and as I am very ſure, no One 
is more anxious and ſolicitous for the 
Wealth, the Safety, and the Reputa- 
tion of his Country than yourſelf; I 
ſhall be very careſul to tranſmit to you, 
the Beſt and moſt Authentick Accounts. 
As to the Reflections I thall preſume to | 
make in them, I aſſure you, they ſhall | 
never be byaſs'd by Partiality ; but 
{hall be ſuch, as only proceed from an 
unutterable Zeal and Affection for the 
Honour of my Sovereign, and the real 
Intereſt of my Country. 1 
It has, Lou are too well appris'd, 
for ſome time, been repreſented as wic- | 
ked and unjuſt to affirm, That the Ho- 
nour of tlus Nation, by the late Peace, 
has been proſtituted, its Trade given 
up in the moſt valuable Branches, and 
the whole of our Conltitution in Dan- 
ger of being broke in upon, and en- 
tirely ſubverted; They have been 
treated with the utmoſt Rage, Indig- 
nation and Afﬀronts, who preſum'd to 
ſay any of the Mealures taken by the 
late Miniſtry, were 1njurious to the 
70 watt Bat ad: Ho. 


Honour of Her Late Majeſty, perni- 
cious to this Nation, and againſt the 
Intereſt of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the preſent Royal Family; They have 
been repreſented as the worſt of Men, 
who dar'd to expreſs their Concern to 
ſee his Moſt Cliriſtian Majeſty prevari- 
cate,. and banter us in the Execution 
of his moſt ſolemn Freaties, who dar'd 
to tell their Apprehenſions of Danger, 
from the Reſidence of the Pretender in 
the Dominions of the Duke of Lorain; 
but I hope the Matter is now out of all 
queſtion, and we may he allow*d to ſay 
10, without being branded with the 
Names of Villains, Republicans, and 
the Stirers up of Sedition, ſince it's evi- 
dent we have affitm'd nothing, but 
what exactly correſponds with the Sen- 
timents of our 'Moſt Grarious Sovereign, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal; and 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
aſſembl ec... 
His Majeſty from the Throne tells 
us with Concern, That * Some Condi- 
tions of the Peace eſſential ta the Security 
IE and 
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and Trade of Great Britain are not yet duly 
executed; That the Performance of. the 
whole may be look'd upon as precarious, un- 
tel Defenſive Alliances are form'd to Guar- 
ranty the preſent Treaties, ; 

Our Sovereign complains, That zhe 
Pretender ſtiil reſides in Lorain ; That he 
threatens to diſturb us, and boaits that he 
expects Aſſiſtance from hence to repair his 
former Diſappointments. 

We have His Royal Word for it, that 
Our Trade is render'd impracticable, and 
that this, if not retriev' d, mut deſtroy 
our Manufactures, and ruin our Navis 
gate, A ng | 
The Majeſty of Great Britain aſſures 
us, The Publick Debts are very great, and 
ſurpriztngly encreas'd, ev'n ſince the Fatal 
Ceſſation of Arms. E 

The Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, are inexpreſfibly 
* affected with His Juſt and Tender Con- 
cern, for our not having obtain'd thoſe Ad- 
vantages by the Peace, which wou"d have 
been but a ſuitable Concluſion to ſo Glorious 
and Succeſsful a War; That any Condi- 


tions, 
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| TX 
tions, ev'n of this Peace, eſſential to the 
Security and Trade of this Ming dom, are 
vol as yet duly executed. | 

They are fill'd with a Ja Reſentment 
to ſee a Pretender to His Majeity's Cron u 
permitted to refide ſo near His Dominions; 
eſpecially fince he has boaited of Aſſiſtance 
from hence, and publichiy avom d a Deſign 
to invade our Sovereign's Ring dom. 

They are but too ſenſible, that Our 

Trade is render'd impracticable in the mot 
valuable Branches of it; They are but 
too ſenſible of the JU Effects this muſi 


have upon our Manufacturies and Navi- 


gation, and therefore, in the molt ſo- 


temn Manner, aſſure His Majeſty, that 
Nothing ſhall be wanting on their Parts, 
which may any way conduce to the Retriev- 


ing f it. 

The Commons of Great Britain, do 
not only highly * reſent the wicked Inſi- 
nuat ions, that have been asd to dilquiet 
the Minas of His Majesty's Subjects, but 
like faithful Repreſentatives, are reſolv'd 
to the ut moſt of their Power to ſuppreſs and 
extinguiſh that evil Diſpoſition that is ill 
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4 work, to deprive His Majeity of the 
Affections of in People. YE 
The preſent Guardians of our State, 
are ſenſibly touch'd with the Reproach 
brought upon the Nation, by the unſuita- 
ble Concluſion of a War, which was carry d 
on at ſo vaſt an Expence, and was attended 
with ſuch UnparallelPd Succeſſes : But as 
this Diſhonour cannot, in Juſtice, be im- 
pated to the whole Nation, ſo they firmly 
hope and believe, that thro His Majeity's 
Great Wiſdom, and their Faithful Endea- 
wours, the Reputation of theſe Kingdoms 


will in due time, be vindicated and reſtor'd. 


They are under Aſtoniſhment to find, 


that Any Conditions of the late Peace, eſ- 
ſential to the Security and Trade of Great 
Britain ſhould not be dul) executed; and 
that Care was not taken to form ſach Al- 
liances, as might have render d that Peace 
70! precarigus. 

It is with uit. Reſentment, they obſerve 
the Pretender till reſiding in Lorain ; and 
that he has the Preſumption by Declarations 
from thence to ſtir ap His Maj'ſty's Sub- 
jects to Rebellion , but that which raiſes 
their utmoſt Indignation is, that it appears 
by thoſe Declara ions, that the Pretender's 
| Hopes were built apon the Meaſures that 


have 
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have been taken for ſome time pait in Great 
Britain. Theſe Meaſures our Noble 
Aſſerters of Britiſh Liberty and Free- 
dom, have promiſed to trace out, and 
to bring the Authors of them to Condign 
Puniſhment. 

You ſee, now, Sir, at one View, 


what the Sentiments of King, Lords, 
and Commons are, with Relation to 


the Peace, and the late Adminiſtra- 
tion of Affairs; Who they are that 
have pluader'd and betray'd us, and 
on whom the Pretender 3 for 
Aſſiſtance; you may now ſee what real 
Danger our Church and State was in; 
all I hope will now be convinc'd, that 
our Fears of the Pretender were not ima- 
ginary; that our late Men in Power 
were not the honeſt, diſintereſted Per- 
tons, which Hirelings and Dependants 
have repreſented them ; It is now too 
evident, that our Peace is not that Safe, 
that Honourable, and that Advantagions 
One, which we have been told it was; 
It now ſadly appears, that it has almoſt 
ruin'd our Reputation in Foreign Parts; 
that it greatly endanger'd our Trade, 
our Religion, and our Liberty ; not on- 
ly brought black, and terrible Clouds 
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theſe Kingdoms, over the Republick of | 


the States General, but allo over the 


whole Body of Proze;tants throughout 


Europe. 


I am ſure, Sir, you tremble at the | 
very Thoughts of thoſe Miſeries and 
Calamities, which your poor Country 
and 1 were without Mercy de- %c 

will not take upon me, to 
ſay, what the Nation will do with | 


voted to. 


thoſe Men, who covenanted to {ell the 
Honour of their Sovereign, the Peace 
and the Liberty of all Europe; but this 
I know, if we take Caſes ſomething re- 
ſembling ours ( for Parallels I am ſure 


we cannot) either from Ancient or Mo- 


dern Hiſtory, the worlt of Deaths will 
be thought too mild a Puniſhment, for 
ſuch ſuperlatively wicked Traitors. 
Cou'd not the Sacred Temple of Mi- 
nerva protect the perfidious Pauſanias, 


from the Juſtice of his injur'd Country? 
and ſhall the impudent Clamour ot a | 


French Faction, cauſe an Engliſhman 10 
much as to heſitate, whether he {hall 
proceed in Demanding Juſtice on the 
Betrayers of his ? Cou'd the Aged Mo- 
ther of Pwſanias, when couvinc'd of 
his Treachery, be the firſt in drawing 

down 


E 
own juſt Vengeance on his Guilty 
Head ? and is there any among us, who 
pretend a Regard for the Proſperity 
and Safety of their Country, who do 
he not wiſh to ſee the Notorious Enemies 
nd Jof it, brought out, and cut off for ever 
ry from amongſt them? Was Mortimer's 
le- $gnominious Death, who concluded' a 
Hiſhonourable, and pernicious Peace 
With Scotland, and for which his Body 
wng on the Gallows at urn two 
Days and two Nights, thought no ſuf— 
his Kicient Compenſation for his T reachery 
re- nd Treaſon, and yet is there any a- 
ure fmongſt us, who dare affirm, It is but 
Ho- reaſonable, that our Traitors ſhou'd et- 
ape with Iinpunity ? | 
tor | All that were confederated with us in 
pour juſt War againſt France; all that 
Mi- have ſufferd ( as which have not) by 
pur ſhamefſul Deſertion of them, ex- 
* ct that Jultice be done on the Au— 
thors of their Calamities, 
It is amazing to refle&t, how we 
hall have been cheated into Ruin, and de- 
uded into an Approbation of inevita- | 
dle Miſery. There was not a Step ta- 
en, during the late Adminiſtration, 
put what an unprejudiced Perion cou'd 
B 2 calily 
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ealily ſee, was directly levell'd againſt} 
the Honour, and the Liberty of theſe! 
Kingdoms. None but what cou'd ea- 
ſily diſcover, how unluitable the Arrti- 
cles of Utrecht were, to the ſurprizing 
Succeſſes of the War; None but what 
cou'd ealily diſcover the Deceit of France, 
in the Execution, even of thoſe Articles; 
None but what were ſurpriz'd, and} 
griev'd at the ſhametul Eaſineſs of our 
Miniſtry, in ſuffering the Nation to be 
banter'd, and inſulted as its vanquiſh'd 
Enemy pleaſed; None but what could 
eaſily diſcover their Affection for the 
Pretender, in permitting him quietly 
to reſide ſo near Her Majeſty's Domi 
NIONS., X | 

But there needs no more to be ſaid 
on this Head, ſince we have the Pro 
miſe of the faithful Commons of Great 
Britain, that the Meaſures which for 
ſome time palt have been taken, te 
accompliſh our Deſtruction, ſhall be 
traced out, and the Authors. of them 
brought to Condigen Puniſhment. 

This the guilty Wretches alrcad) 
are ſo ſenſible of, that they endeavour 
tho in the pooreſt Manner, to hid: 
themſelves from, the juſt Verge 
1 | _ WH 


lt? 


jeſe 


ea- 
rti- 


10g} 
hat? 


wce,” 
les; 
and? 
our, 


o be 
{hd 
ould 
the 
ietly 
omi 


ſaidd 


Pro 
Treat 
1 for 
„ te 
I be 
them 


cad) 
vour 

hid: 
ANC! 
yhicl 


[13 ] 


which they perceyve is ready to break 
forth againſt them; the haughty, inſo- 
lent Bolinbroke is now forc'd to betake 
himſelf to a Diſguiſe, and in the moſt 
private Manner to ſneak out of a Land, 
which he had afſur'd himſelf as well as 
others, ſhou'd at laſt by his Treachery, 
become a Province of France. The Ac- 
count we have of his Eſcape is thus, 
that on Sanda) Morning, March the 
27th. 1715. the Lord Boliabrobe arriv'd 
early in the Morning at Dover diſguis'd, 
and attended only by a French Courrier , 
that about Noon he embark'd thence, 
and in the Evening arriv'd at Ca/ats, 
from wheace he proceeded directly to 
the Goveraour's: Houſe. This, I think, 
is an undeniable. Demogſtration of his 
Guilt, and of the good Undeſtanding, 
there has all along been between him 
and the Court of France. It will not, 
I hope, any longer be eſteem'd a Crime 
to term him, a Frexch Traitor, ſince it 
he had not been engag'd with that 
Court, in Deſigns againſt his Country, 
he could not have hoped to have found 
Protection from Fraxce, hen he durſt 
not any longer remain in Hand. If 
he, Hot been guilty of thoje Crimes, 
„ ER: Which 
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which are laid to his Charge, why fled 
he? why to France? if he had not been 
as much a Friend to them, as he has 
been an Enemy to his Country. What 
a faithful Secretary of State have we 
then had! What a diſintereſted Stateſ- 
man has fat at our Council Board! 
What an Honourable and Advantagions 
Peace maker, has the Lord Viſcount 
Bolinbroke been! No Wonder our 
Trade is loſt, the Nation ſurprizingly 
involv*d in Debt; no Wonder our Al- 
lies were deſerted and ſlaughter'd, and 
our Enemy 1s again grown Rich and 
Powerful; no Wonder we were in Dan- 
ger of a Pofiſh, and an Arbitrary Go» 
vernment, ſince the Management and 
Direction of our Treaſure, Councils, 
Fleets, and Armies, were in the Hands 
of that vile Politician, aud others of the 
like Stamp. 


He has, indeed, had the Inſolence to 


cauſe the following Letter to be pub- 


liſn'd, on Purpoſe ſtill further to im- 


poſe on weak Minds, and to ſtir up 
in them Jealouſics and Diſquietudes, 
with Relation to the preſent juſt Pro- 
cecdings; on the Iſſue of which very 
much, { if not wholly depends) the 
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TW 
Honour, Safety, and Tranquility of 
theſe Kingdoms ; but I doubt not, but 
when you have read it, and what I 
have curſorily added by way of Re- 
mark, you will be convinc'd, he is one 
of the moſt impudent, as well as wic- 


2 ked Stateſmen, that ever ſat a Coun- 
5 . as | 
2 cil Board. His Letter is follows, 


My Lord, 


[ Left the Town ſo abruptly, that I had 


no Time to take Leave of you, or any 

of my Friends. Tou will excuſe me, 
when you know that I had certain, and 
repeated Informations from Some, who are 
in the Secret of Afﬀairs, that a Reſolution 
was taken by thoſe who have Power to exe- 
cute it, to perſue me to the Scaffold. | 

My Blood was to be the Cement of 4 
New Alliance, zor could my Innocence 
be any Security, after it had once been de- 
manded from Abroad, and reſolv'd on at 


Home, that it was neceſſary to cut me off. 
Had there been the leaft Reaſon to hope 


or a fair and open Tryal, after having 
been already prejude*'d, unheard by the Two 
Houſes of Parliament, I ſhould not have 
declin'ꝰd the Rrifteft Examination. 


le . ＋— 2 
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I challenge the moi” Inveterate of my 
Enemies, Io produce any one Inſtance of 
Criminal Correſpondence, or of the leaſt 
Corruption in any Part of the Admini- 
tration in which I was concern d. If my 
Real for the Honour and Dignity of my 


Royal Miſtreſs, and the trat Intereſt of 


my Country , bas any where tranſported 
me to let ſlip a warm or unguarded Ex- 
preſſion, I hope the moſt favourable Inter- 
pretation will be put upon it. NE: 
It is a Comfort, that will remain with 
me in all my Misfortunes, that I ſervꝰd 
Her MATESTY autifully and faiths 
fully, in That eſpecially which She had moſt 
at Heart, relieving Her People from 4 


Blood) and Expenſive War: And that 1 


have always been too much an Engliſh- 
man, fo ſacrifice the Intereſt of my Coun- 
try to any Foreign Ally whatſoever ; and 
"tis for this Crime only, that I am now 
driven from thence ler 
Tou will hear from me more at Large, 


in a ſhort Time. 


\ Tours, &c. 
Bolinbroke. 
vou 


E 


Vou ſee, Sir, this Letter is plainly 
calculated ro draw an Odiam on ihe 
preſeat Adminiſtration, and the faith- 
ro Repreſentatives of the whole Kiug- 

om. 

Wou'd any, but the moſt prafligate 
of Mankind, have dar'd to have af- 
firm'd, that there was not the /ea# 
Reaſon to hope for a Fair and Opea Tryal, 
when. Perlons only of known Honour, 
Religion and Truth, were to have been 
I his Judges ? Nay, ſhall the whole 
vith | Legiſlature be cenſur'd as cruel and 
v | unjult, becauſe a Criminal has had the 
11 Inſolence to fay fo ? It his Blood was 
moſt | demanded from Abroad, can it be 
m 4 1magin'd, it was becauſe he had done 
at JJ nothing worthy of Death? Would any 
iſh-Jof the Allies have expected his Lite, 
oun- if he had not been Inſtrumental in 
Ruining them? Or, will any One ſay, 
it was juſt his Lordſhip ſhould deſert, 
and give them up to Slavery and 
Death; and yer that it ſhews Cruclry 
in them, to expect ſome Account to be 
given for ſuch barbarous Ulage? It 
he can challenge the moit inveterate of 
his Enemies, to produce any one Initance 
of a Criminal Correſpondence, or of Cor- 

- ruption 
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rupion in any Part of the Adminiitr ation 
in which he was concerned; why made 
he his Eſcape ? Ir is Nonſenſe, as 
well as to the lalt Degree impudently 


falſe, to ſay, he could not hope. for a 
Fair and Open Pryal; the Honour and i 
D.gnity of a Houle of Loxops, is not 
to be blaſted by ſuch an Afertion. * 
If there was nothing Criminal could | 
be proved againſt him, all the lnvete- | 
racy of his Enemies would have turn'd 


upon their own Heads; all their Pro- 
ceedings would have added a Luſtre 
to his Innocence, and have jultly ren- 
der'd him the Darling of his Coun— 
try. TI believe, there are few inno- 
ceat Men wou d tear to ſtand a ma- 
licious Tryal, ev'n at the O'd Bailey; 
and Where is the upright Mar, that 
Would run trom a Tiyal before the 


1avit Honourable, and Illuſtrious Af 
lembly in the Univeric ? 


* 


A 
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His Lordihip pretends to have ſerv'd 


Her Majeity, ½ chat eſpecrally which | 


Sue hia mot at Heart, delivering Her 


People from 4 Bloody and Hæpenſi vt War, But 


if we may believe the Queen Herlelf, 
the Ead Which was put to ir, did in 
the moſt infamous Manner proſt.tute 
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Her! 
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Her Honour, and was direQly con- 
trary to Her Sentiments, and Her moſt 


© ſolemn repeated Declarations : For 
from the Throne She declar'd it to be 


Her Royal Opinion, * That if the 


French King continu'd Maſter of the 


„ Spaniſh Monarchy, the Balance of 
. Power in Eurqpe would be utterly 


F< deſtroy'd, and he able, in a ſhort 


Time, to engroſs the Trade and 


„Wealth of the World.” From the 


Throne She declar'd, They were no 
good Ergliſbmen, that could at any 
Time be content to acquieſce, aud 
„ſit ſtill in ſuch a Proſpect. ? She 
declar'd to both Lords and Commons, 
+ That She was fully of their Opinion, 
that no Peace could be Honourable 
© or Safe for us, 'till the Entire Mo- 
© narchy of Spain was reſtor'd to the 
© Houle of Auſtria. 

She aſſur'd rhe Commons in Anſwer 
to their Addreis in Fb. 1707. * That 
* Reſtoring the Spaniſh Monarchy to 
the Houle of AXitria was the Prin- 

C2 * cipal 


— 
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* See The Queen's Speech, Octob. 27. 1705. 
Þ See Anſwer to Lords & Commons Ad- 
dreſſes, Dec. 23. 1707. | 
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cipal Inducement to the preſent War; 


ceſs thereof, not only the Trade and 
Tranquility, but the Security of Great 
Britain did in a great Meaſure de- 
pend. $ 
The Queen in Her Meſſage to the 
Houle of Lords, Jan. 27. 1711. told 
them, Her Plenipotentiaries had In- 
ſtructions to concert the moſt proper 
Ways of Procuring a Juſt Satisfaction 
to all in Alliance with Her, according 
to their ſeveral Treaties, and parti- 
cularly with Relation to Spain, and 
the We# Indies, | | 

Her Majelty in Anſwer to'their Ad- 
reſs, Dec. 8. 1711. ſaid, She ſhould 
be ſorry any One could think, She 
would not do Her urmoſt to reco- 
ver Spain and the Weſt Indies from 
the Huuſe of Bourben. Can now 
my Lord Bo!:ybroke with any manner 
ot Colour, pretend a Zæal for Her Ho- 
nour, a Love for his Country, when 
he has been Inſtrumental in Conclu— 
ding a Separate Peace, without giving 
that SatisfaQion to the Allies, which 
Was dug to them by Treaties ; a Peace 
d,ctly contrary. to Her Royal Senti- 
f "cans 


P 
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and that She was ſenſible in the Suc- 
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meats, and all the Parliaments of Her 


Reign; a Peace, in their Opinions, nei- 
ther Safe, nor Honourable for Her, nor 


er Allies; a Peace, that has given a- 
way the Balance of Power in Europe, 


. 2 ad endanger'd the Trade and Wealth 


Bot the World. 
His Lordſhip pretends to have been 
oo much an Engliſhman, to ſacrifice the 
tereſt of his Country to any Foreign 
Ally whatſoever. But if ( as moſt cer- 
tainly it is) giving up Spain and the 
Weſt Indies to the Houſe of Bourbon 
be diſhonourable, diſadvantagious, and 
unſafe for Great Britain, ſure I am, 
my Lord Bolinbroke has not only been 
Inſtrumental in ſacrificing his Coun- 
try, but all Europe to the Exorbitant 
Power of France ! If Rejecting Guar- 
rantees for the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in the preſent Illuſtrious FA MIL X, 
weaken'd, and endanger'd the Beſt, 
and Strongeſt Security (under Hea- 
ven) we had for our Religion and 
Liberty, then his Lordſhip was In— 
ſtrumeutal in readring that ineſtima— 
ble Bleſſing hazardous and uncertain. 
In a word, If Concluding a Peace di- 
rectly contrary to the frequent decla- 
„ | | red 
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derated with him, appear ev'ry Day 


red Seatiments of Her Majeſty, of all“ 
the Parliaments of Her Reign, and of 
Her moſt Religions Engagements, were 

to conſult the Honour and Dignity of 
Her, and his Country,; if theſe were 
to ſer ve that and His Royal Miſtreſs A 
Dur:fully and Faithtfully ;- then my 
Lord Holiubrote was a good Engliſb- 1 
man and a jult Servant; if not, he 
Was a deceitful Counſellor to Her, and 
a perfidious Traitor to his Country. h 
. To conclude, The ill Conſequences ® 
of his. Tranſactions, and thoſe Confe- 


1 
we 
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greater and greater, and their Guilt 
plainer and plainer ; the common Pe- 
ple ſeem now reſolv'd no longer to be | 
abus'd and imposd on; the Genzizs of 3 
the Britiſh Nation ſeems now to awake, Þ 
and reſolv'd to exert itſelf, and perſue 


with juſt Vengeance, the Authors of, 
thoſe bold and deſperate Councils which | 


were enter'd into, and profecuted, in 
Order to compleat our Deſtruction, and 
chain down us and our Poſterity for | 
ever, to the abject Condition of thoſe, F 
who can neither ſay- their Lives, nor 
Fortunes are their Wu. ; 
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